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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2007-836
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: July 24, 2007
Committee(s) of Reference: F, TEU
Date of Analysis: July 27, 2007
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendments; establishment of trust fund
Bill Summary: The bill amends the Ordinance Code to repeal the existing Chapter 754 – Stormwater Code – and enacts a new Chapter 754 – Stormwater Management Utility Code.  The new chapter declares the City’s intent to establish a stormwater utility financed by a service charge on each developed parcel in the City (excluding the Beaches and Baldwin) based on the amount of impervious surface on the parcel.  The chapter establishes a fee of $5 per month per ERU billing unit (2,443 square feet of impervious surface).  The standard fee is set at 1 ERU for single family detached residential units of 1,800 to 3,400 square feet, 0.5 ERU ($2.50) for single family detached units of less than 1,800 square feet, and 1.5 ERU ($7.50) for single family detached units over 3,400 square feet. Other properties are to be billed on the basis of ERUs equaling total square footage of impervious surface divided by 2,500.  Billing shall be by any method legally authorized as selected by the Stormwater Management Utility Director. 
Fees collected shall be deposited into a Stormwater Management Utilty Trust Fund and appropriated from the fund to pay the City’s expenses of constructing and maintaining its stormwater management system.  The utility is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations for stormwater management, to establish “best management practices”, to regulate illegal stormwater discharges, and otherwise to ensure compliance with the City’s NPDES permit requirements.

Background Information: The new chapter states that the City’s cost of providing stormwater management services is approximately $34 million in 2007.  The new utility and stormwater fee are proposed as one means of diversifying the City’s revenue streams and addressing the budgetary impacts caused by the state’s recently enacted property tax reform legislation.
Policy Impact Area: Stormwater management
Fiscal Impact: The bill creates a stormwater utility fee calculated to produce approximately $5,739,309 million in the upcoming fiscal year (4 months – July through September 2008).
Analyst: Clements
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